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An old fashionedAn old fashioned  

Melodrama!Melodrama!  

Dirty Work On theDirty Work On the  TrailTrail  
or Go Slow with the Pony Expressor Go Slow with the Pony Express  

 

    

Pounding hoofs!  Clouds of dust!   

It ’ s the Pony Express!   

     The Widow Mentary and her daughter, Ella, operate the relay 

station in Carson City, Nevada.  Ella loves stalwart cowpoke, Ned 

Sterling.  He wants to ride for the Pony Express, even if he has to 

risk death and diet.   

     Alas, things take a mysterious turn when a stagecoach rumbles 

into town.  Driver Foghorn Redburn ’ s  horses are cranky because 

the blacksmith used thumbtacks instead of nails.  The rugged  

journey has left the passengers just as grumpy.  Now all must watch 

out for the villainous Pugsley Moonquake and his beautiful but  

dangerous half-sister, Felicia De Flea.   

     The villain plots to disgrace the Pony Express, defraud the  

railroad and steal Ella Mentary ’ s money.  When an all-important  

letter must reach Sacramento by morning, Pugsley shows what a 

stinker he really is.       Hiss! Boo!! 
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Jewel Box Performances  

run 
Thursdays through  Saturdays  

at 8:00pm 
and 

 Sundays at 2:30pm       
For Reservations         
Call 405-521-1786 
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Gem Awards 
 

Save the Date!  

Saturday, MAY 11 
  

New Location! 

 OKLAHOMA HISTORY CENTER 

Check out 

our website 
 

jewelboxtheatre.org 
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In the Wings! 

 

THE  

PHILADELPHIA STORY  

 

ONE FLEW OVER  

THE CUCKOO’S NEST 

 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

 
A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON 

THE WAY TO THE FORUM 
 

THE LION IN WINTER 

 

 YOU CAN’T  

TAKE IT WITH YOU  
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Q & A with Jay Prock 
Director, Dirty Work on the Trail 

1. What sort of things do you do to prepare your cast for a show 

that will have active audience participation?  

 

Preparing a cast for audience participation is challenging. We 

are taught with almost every show we do not to break the 4th 

wall, the audience does not exist and live in the moment on 

stage.  With this production, we have had to talk to the          

audience as we block and include the audience as another cast 

member. We've put our stage manager and other friends out in 

the audience as participants so we can rehearse what it will be 

like once we open with people in the seats.  

 

2. How do you direct a broad melodrama so that everyone in your 

large cast will be doing the same acting style?   

 

In directing this melodrama, I researched many of the tradi-

tional poses, voice types, and acting styles done historically 

in a production like this one. With that, I've shown the actors 

what I found and they've taken the information and made it a 

part of the character they are playing. It's been challenging 

but honestly we've all had a blast discovering this form of 

theatre.  

 

3. What is the most fun part for you and the cast in working on 

a show like this?  

 

This entire process has been a boatload of fun!  In staging 

this melodrama we've been able to create moments and humor not 

traditional in standard productions. The second act Olio has 

been a blast to create as there is no script. It's a sort if 

old fashioned variety show with a 2013 twist.  The entire show 

is like getting on a train going slowly and very quickly it 

speeds up to high velocity while finally almost jumping the 

track before safety bringing you to your destination. It's 

truly been a wonderful experience for myself and my cast.  

 

I'm so grateful to Chuck Tweed, Randall Hunter, and James  

                         (cont. p. 7) 
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Theatrically Tweed 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  

Zoom! Flash! Zip! That was the 55th season flying by! I 

can't believe we are opening the last show of the sea-

son. And what a fun show it's going to be!!  

 

We have never done a show like this: an old fashion 

melodrama with olio acts skits/music/dancing). Jay 

Prock has captured the spirit of booing the villain, 

cheering the hero, and oohing over the heroine in Dirty 

Work on the Trail, or Go Slow With the Pony Express. 

Plus, he has put together the perfect second act of 

olios with songs, dances and jokes indicative of the 

period. A good time will be had by all.  

 

Truly an exciting way to close the season! And 

applause! applause! to our patrons!! You chose the 56th 

season. The top six shows made the cut. Side bar: When 

I had patrons suggest shows for our 50th, Cuckoo's Nest 

made the cut, but it did not fit in the season, so we 

went with choice number seven. So, this time I figured 

it had better be there!  

 

The season is already getting buzz from patrons, new-

bies, actors, directors and the general public. That, 

my friends, is a wonderful feeling! Season ticket 

prices have been lowered, also. In these difficult 

times we want to take care of our patrons as they have 

taken care of us with support for 55 years-— with 

original plays, selections they did not know but turned 

out loving, and suggestions for plays we put in our 

season over the years.  

 

L I T T L E  N U G G E T S  
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  Jay Prock Interview, cont. from p. 5 
 
Gordon for their input, creativity, and guidance through this 

process. I am also grateful to Alex Prather as he has been 

instrumental in helping me develop many if the olio acts. And 

finally I'm super thankful for Derek Flowers and especially 

Morgan Smith for their brilliant choreography.   

 

This show is truly an experience. It takes you back to theatre 

at the turn if the century and allows you as an audience 

member to participate and embrace these characters in a 

completely different way. In melodrama everything is black and 

white so you boo and hiss or cheer and applaud.  It makes for 

a unforgettable evening of entertainment.  

We are here because of you, and consider it an honor to 

make each theatrical experience a memory you will 

cherish.  

 

On May 11, 2013 the 32nd annual Gem Awards Banquet will 

take place at our new location ~ The Oklahoma History 

Museum. It is going to be an exciting night. Awards 

will be presented in acting categories, Best Play, Best 

Male/Female Newcomer, and Spotlight Awards to people 

who gave above and beyond. The acting awards and Best 

Play awards are chosen by patrons who have seen all six 

shows. It's quite a night.  

 

If you would like to attend, call the office 1-6 pm 

Tuesday-Saturday at 405/521-1786. You'll be 

hooked and want to attend every year.  

 

Thank you to everyone involved in our  

spectacular 55th season ~ both on stage  

and off!  The tradition continues! 
  

L I T T L E  N U G G E T S  



 
 

CAST & CREW 
    

   CAROL McDONALD  Widow Mentary 

   RACHEL CONN         Ella Mentary 

   MARISA SKUBE         Melba Loveless 

   ALEX PRATHER         Ned Sterling 

   KYLE ANDERSON   Foghorn Redburn 

   DANA PALMER         Astabula Hugankiss 

   JENNIE LINCK         Annie 

   DAVID PALMER         Pugsley Moonquake 

   CHRISTINE HARRIS  Felicia De Flea 

   DAVID BURKHART  Calamity Joan 

   KATIE HARDIN         Paloma Palomino 

   LARRY HARRIS         Pony Bill/Pony Bob 

   MORGAN SMITH         Saloon Girl 1 

   BAILEY SMITH         Saloon Girl 2 

   ALISHA RAGON         Saloon Girl 3 

     

 

   JAY PROCK                Director  

   JAMES GORDON Jr.   Assistant Director  

   MENDY KANE                Stage Manager  

   MORGAN SMITH         Choreographer 

L I T T L E  N U G G E T S  
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AT  

REHEARSALS 

For 

Dirty Work on 

The Trail 
 

 

L I T T L E  N U G G E T S  
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NEW BENEFIT FOR JEWEL BOX SUPPORTERS 

 

You asked for it ð weõve got it!  
 
This season, if you make a $5.00 
donation at intermission, weõll give 
you a Jewel Box insulated tumbler 
filled with your favorite drink AND 
YOU CAN TAKE IT INTO THE 
THEATRE WITH YOU. 
 
Bring the mug back for future 
performances and you can have  
your drink for  the regular $1.00  
and take it into the theatre.  
 
This is only for patrons making a donation for the Jewel 
Box tumbler; Styrofoam cups are NOT allowed in the 
theatre.  

TICKET DEALS FOR YOU!  
Come and enjoy the best ticket prices in town!  

Individual Ticket Prices are now only $10, 
and for senior citizens and college  

students and under, only $5.  
(Yeah, thatôs not a typo!) 

Last Thursday of run still offers two -for -one tickets, too!  
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Visit and òLikeó 

us  

on Facebook 

www.facebook.com/

OKC.JBT 

Be a Jewel Box Volunteer 
                               and receive  

two complimentary tickets to a show 

Call 405-521-1786 for more information 

Become part of the Jewel Box Family! 

 

 Season Ticket Holders! We got your back! 

    Sign up now for an e-mail reminder when our next show is coming 

up. Just call the box office (405-521-1786)  anytime Tuesday through 

Friday from 1 to 6 pm and give us your e-mail address.   

     If you have a regular night for your reservations (PLAN A), weõll set 

you up to receive an e-mail at the beginning of the week of your regular 

performance night.  Season ticket holders who call in to make their 

reservations for each show (PLAN B) will receive an e-mail reminding 

you when the box office will open for the next production.  

     Itõs a busy world out there. Let us take a little of the load off by 

keeping you posted.  Weõll do the remembering for you! 

V O L U M E  2 ,  I S S U E  6  

http://www.facebook.com/OKC.JBT
http://www.facebook.com/OKC.JBT

